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7 May 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
This week a number of our pupils graduated from the Scholars Programme. This is an
opportunity for pupils to work with a PhD researcher to experience university-style learning.
This aims to help pupils develop the skills, knowledge and confidence to secure a place at a
highly selective university. For the last three months these pupils were tutored by a PhD
student from Cranfield University.

I was delighted to be able to meet the pupils and discuss their experience. As part of this
programme each pupil had to complete an essay related to the uses of renewable energy.
Those essays were graded to the same standard as work produced by an undergraduate.
Any grade achieved is a phenomenal achievement given the assessment criteria and I
commend each of the twelve pupils who submitted work.
Anu Adebayo
Rachel Bradbury
Isabele Cole
Ryhanna Cummins
Roman Gomez Alamar
Jack Haseldine

Final Grade
1st
1st
1st
1st
3rd
1st

Kerry-Anne Hogan
Laila Jane Noor
Tia Sandu
Rose Slaney
Tom Turner
Mitchell White

Final Grade
2:2
2:1
2:2
3rd
3rd
1st

I would very much like to thank Mrs Stockton, seen in the photo, for leading this project. I
know she is very proud that every pupil able to take up the opportunity completed the
programme. What an achievement!

The Big Ask – A Message From the Children’s Commissioner

Dame Rachel de Souza, Children’s Commissioner for England, is looking to ensure that
children are at the heart of the government’s plans for rebuilding after the pandemic. To do
this she has launched ‘The Big Ask’ – the largest ever survey of children in England. She
wants to know children’s dreams and ambitions, views on education and experiences during
the pandemic so that they may be well represented in future plans. More information can
be found in this promotional video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHV4b5iwwmk and
the survey can be found here, https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/.
Please do encourage your children to get involved.
Year 9 and 10 Reading Project Competition
Thank you to all pupils who submitted an item to the competition linked to the books we
are reading.
The winner in Year 10 is Rachel Bradbury in 10JBO for artwork linked to the book The
Martian.
The winner in Year 9 is Abel Thomas in 9PDO for his poster about Schrodinger’s cat. This is
linked to a joke in the book We Are All Made of Molecules.
Both win amazon gift cards – well done!
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Reading is so important as we all know. This project links the therapeutic nature of being
read to with building routines, sharing an experience as well as developing language and
discussion skills.

Celebrating success in Science
Each week pupils are nominated as science stars.
In recent weeks the following pupils have been added to the board:
Year 9
Abi Corrigan
Holly Minney
Eleanor Hogben

Year 10
Louis King
Amelia Whittington
Max Braybrook

Year 11
Lily Orr-Campbell
Oliwia Motyl
Nyah Davies
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A huge thank you to Year 11 who have approached the assessments this week with
maturity. Mr Kane as Year Leader has shared how very proud he is of all pupils who have
shown such positivity and resilience.
And finally, as Ramadan comes to an end we wish Eid Mubarak to those celebrating next
week.

Kind regards

Mrs McMorn
Head of School
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