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Key Stage 4 Options




Welcome

Purpose

To help parents/carers and pupils:
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Understand Key Stage 4 qualifications
Know what options are available to them
Make informed choices

Understand the options process
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Our Curriculum

To help we have designed a curriculum that is

* Broad
* Balanced BN THE END.
¢ Relevant B WELO NTY

* Personalised s | EGRET

This accommodates the English
Baccalaureate (EBACC)

We encourage you to be creative
and adventurous, taking risks to
expand your understanding
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Your GCSEs

* Think about the style of learning that suits you best.

* Do you prefer:
— Mainly theory-based subjects?
— More practical-based subjects?
— Subjects that allow you to express opinions and have more
structured writing?
* GCSE courses are mostly 'linear' - exams take place at the
end of the course.

* Other courses (BTEC/Cambridge Nationals) - have
significant aspect that is based on 'controlled
assessment' or 'NEA'

Wootton Academy Trust
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EBacc (English Baccalaureate) |

The DfE has acted on research suggesting that some
subjects are better at facilitating more career choices
than others.

 The EBACC recognises where students have received a
good pass across a set of subjects.

e Students must gain a grade 5 (or higher) in the following:
— English
— Maths
— Science - Combined Science / Separate sciences /
Computer Science
— History / Geography
— Modern Foreign Language (MFL) - French/Spanish

Almost essential for students wishing to apply to top universities
(i.e. think seriously about the implications of not taking a MFL)

Wootton Academy Trust
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Languages?

Should | choose a language?

- The global tech industry is booming

- Languages give you the edge

-  Employers know language students are quick
learners

- Languages boost confidence
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What will you study?

Optional
curriculum

Four additional
qualifications

Core

curriculum

Compulsory for all students

n Academy Trus
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Core Curriculum (compulsory)

* English Language (GCSE)
* English Literature (GCSE)
 Maths (GCSE)

e Combined Science or Separate GCSEs
(Biology, Chemistry and Physics)

* PE (Core)
 PRE (Core)
 PSHCE / Careers (hon-examination)
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Core/Option Programme

e Students will be asked to choose if they wish to
follow PRE through to a GCSE or undertake Core
PRE lessons. Choose 1 of the following:

 Choice 1:

* GCSE Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) - 4 lessons
e Core PE - 2 lessons

e Choice 2:
e Core Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) - 2 lessons

e Core PE -4 lessons

* (You may also take BTEC Sport as one of your main option
subjects as well as Core PE)

on Academy Trus
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Options subjects

Students will then choose 4 additional option
subjects from the list on the next slide.

At least one of these choices must include
Geography or History (although you may do both)
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Options subjects

Students choose 4 option subjects from the list below.

e Art * French

 Child Development— ¢ Geography
Cambridge National e Graphics

* Computer Science * History

* Creative Media-BTEC « Music

* Dance * Separate Science

* Design & Technology  « Spanish

* Drama e Textile Design

* |T-BTEC

To select Separate Science or Computer Science,
ideally you should be an able mathematician

on Academy Trus
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Number of lessons per
fortnight

Lessons

8

GCSE PRE / Core PE
Core PRE / Core PE
Option A
Option B
Option C
Option D
Total

O 01 00 LT N B 0O OO

U
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KS4 Options — Why so much fuss?

Competitive and changing job market

It is more vital than ever that you leave school
thoroughly prepared with the qualifications,
range of skills and attributes required for further
study or for the fast-changing world of work and
training.

Decisions made now may impact on
opportunities available in future!
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Where does this fit in?

Key stage 4 Key stage 5 Life, 18+

A-Level - Level 3
T Level — Level 3 Further Education
BTEC - Level 2 or 3

Higher Education
Foundation learning

GCSEs or
other

OPTIONS
16+

OPTIONS
18+

Degree Apprenticeship

Apprenticeship
Level 2 — Intermediate
Level 3 — Advanced

Employment with

o Employment with training
training

To access a Level 3 course or apprenticeship post-16

Wootton Academy Trust — achieve 5 GCSEs grades 4/5 or above, including
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Making the right choices!

* Consider future aspirations
* Aim high

* Enjoyment & balance
 Skills

* Achievement

WOOTTON UPPER
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Future aspirations

* Choices now can impact on options available at further
education, university and beyond

* They can also impact on Apprenticeship options
available to you

* No future idea on education/career options — very
important to choose a broad range of subjects, playing
to your strengths/interests

 Have an idea of what the future holds — essential to
research course qualifications needed for that career
area and choose subjects accordingly

Wootton Academy Trust
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Future aspirations

* Subjects for you to carefully consider:
— Art/Design
— Performing Arts
— Languages
— T
e To study any of these areas at A-level (and then

university and beyond), you may have needed
to take a subject in this area at GCSE
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Top Ten Tips

Get as much advice as

e Talk to your teachers Talk to your parents
Choose subjects which
Talk to older students Do research into any will help you progress into
who have been through possible career paths you post 16 education and
this process in the past may be considering onto university or

employment

Choose subjects in which Choose subjects in which ~ Choose a balanced group
you have an interest you are successful of subjects

Do not choose a subject
becausa ur fnen is
ing

Wootton Academy Trust
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More advice needed? .
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Explorir

* Email
careers@wootton beds.sch.uk

Careers library

x
scnoy « Careers favourited

Subjects

US universities

Make your first shortlist

European
universities Careers

Make your first shortlist

Whether you're deciding what to study, taking your exams, planning a career, or just curious, we're here
the world of work, with advice from people who've found the right path for them.

Where could your favourite subject take you?

Oxbridge

Make your first shortlist

College /
Sixth Form

Apprenticeships

You have 14 shortlists
View shortlists

‘You have 12 shortlists
View shortlists

unifrog u -

|  Jobs that use Business Jobs that us



mailto:careers@wootton.beds.sch.uk

Selecting your options

Step 1

Please tick 1 of these choices
GCSE PRE (4 lessons) and Core PE (2 lessons) v

Core PRE (2 lessons) and Core PE (4 lessons)

Select one of these two choices




Selecting your options

One of your choices must be Geography or History

Option Block A Option Block B Option Block C Option Block D
Art Art Child Development® | Drama

Computer Science * Computer Science * French * Geography *
Creative Media (BTEC)* | Creative Media (BTEC) ¥ | Geography * History *

Dance Dance History * Separate Science *
Design & Technology Design & Technology Sport (BTEC) * Sport (BTEC) *
Drama Drama

Geography * Geography *

Graphics Graphics Select one subject from each
Histc:ry* Histor\f* Optlon block

IT (BTEC) * IT (BTEC)* |

Music Textiles * indicates EBACC subjects

Spanish * # indicates non-GCSE subjects

Main choices (Only one subject from each option block)
Rank Order Block Subject

1 B IT BTEC

2 A Geography
3 D Drama

4 C French




Selecting your options

Step 3

Reserve choices (Only one subject from each option block)
Rank Order Block Subject

1 A Graphics
2 B Dance
3 D History
4 C Child Development
Signed: Date:

Select one reserve choice from each column

You will be able to rank these in order of
preference




How to access Options online

Step 1 —log onto school email via www.office.com

Step 2 — you should have received an email from SIMS
Click Accept invitation

You're invited to start using SIMS Student so @t you can view your timetable and school calendar,
receive homework assignments, check attenda and more

Simply accept this invitation and register within 90 .

If the button above doesn't work, copy and paste the following link into your browser.

Step 3 — Click on Register with an external account

Step 4 — Then copy and paste the invitation code frG
the email and click Register

Step 5 — Enter your date of birth

Step 6 — Click on the Microsoft icon to sign in
Sign in to SIMS Options

~ @& K G

'C:' noreply@sims.couk =

(Mo subject)

SIMS

Activate Your Account

N
)
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http://www.office.com

tions online =

WWW.SIms-options.co.uk e

My Choices in Order of Preference (Total Choices: 1)

GCSE PRE/Core PE
o change your order of preference select a choice and click the position in

You have chosen I’)Om courses from this list . F o
he list you would like to move it to.

Core PE General I ‘ PRE GCSE9-1 Full Course
Core PE
General GCSE PRE/Core PE

Option A My Choices (Total Choices: 0)

You have chosen [Um courses and [0@ reserves from this list To change your order of preference select a choice and click the
- - position in the list you would like to move it to.

Reserve

Art GCSE9-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve | | Computer Science Recerve | | DANCE GCSEQ-1Full Course
GCSES-1Full €
. 3 This course is also available in Option B

) This course is alsc available in Option B
My Reserves (Total Reserves: 0)

Drama GCS28- 1 Ful Course ‘ Reserve | | Design & Technology Reserve | | GeOGraphy GCSES-1 Full Course Reserve
To change your arder of preference select a reserve and click the

GCSE9-1 Full C
©) This course is also available in other lists. uhourse ) This course is also available in other lists, o . . .
position in the list you would like to move it to.

0 This course is also available in Opticn B

No courses selected.

) This course is alsa available in Option B

No reserves selected.

Graphics GCSE9-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve | | History GCSE-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve | | Digital Information Technology Resere
BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2
) This course is alse available in Option B ) This course is also available in other lists.
0 This course is also available in Option B
Creative Media Reserye | Music GCSES-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve ] ‘ Spanish GCSE9-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve ]
BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2

) This course is alsa available in Option B



http://www.sims‐options.co.uk/

Options online

WWW.SIms-options.co.uk

GCSE PRE/Core PE

You have chosen I:‘I of 1 courses from this list

Core PE General ] ‘ PRE GCSE 9 -1 Full Course |

Option A
You have chosen I:"Im courses and I&)ﬂ reserves from this list

:

Art GCSE9-1 Full Course Reserve Computer Science Recerve Dance GCSE9-1 Full Course Reserve
€ This course is also available in Option B GCSES - 1 R ) This course is also available in Option B

€3 This course is also available in Option B
Drama GCSES-1 Full Course Reserve E&ilggnﬁ 'lll'ﬁchnology pecerve | | GeOraphy GCSEQ-1 Full Course Reserve
€9 This course is alzo available in other lists., T Tl eurEe £ This course is alzo availsble in other lists,

) This course is also available in Option B
Graphics GCSE -1 Full Course Reserve | | History GCSES-1 Full Course Reserve BDTlgtTaIJEfurdrTatllc:?zTechnology Reserve

ech Award Leve
€ This course is also available in Option B € This course is alzo available in other lists.
€3 This course is alse available in QOption B

Creative Media Reserve | | MUSIC GCSES-1 Full Course Reserve ] ‘ Spanish GCSES-1 Full Course Reserve ]

BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2

€} This course is also available in Option B
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Option B
You have chosen I:-‘IED courses and | Dﬂ reserves from this list

O

tions online

WWW.SIms-options.co.uk

Art GCSE9-1 Full Course - | Reserve omputer Science GCSES-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve Dance GCSE9-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve
i i i P You have selected this course in Option A This course is also available in Option A
Drama GCSE9-1 Full Course | Reserve | Design & Technology GCSES-1 Full Course Reserve Geography GCSES-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve
© You have selected this course in Option F | This course is also available in Option A © You have selected this course in Option D
Graphics GCSE9-1 Full Course | Reserve History GCSE9-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve Digital Information Technology Reserve
: - B . - : . - ; . ETEC Tech Award Lewvel 1/2
This course is also available in Option A This course is also available in other lists.
This course is also available in Option A
Creative Media BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2 | Reserve | Textiles GCsgs9-1 Ful Course ‘ Reserve

This course is also available in Option A

Option D

You have chosen I‘I of 1

Child Developm
OCR Mationals Award

ent
Level 24

| History GCsES-1

Full Cof

| This course is also availabl

Click these in priority order.

Click on the subject in each
block you wish to choose.

l\’ou hawve chosen I "IL’I—D courses and I Dﬂ reserves from this list

Drama GCSE9-1 Full Course Reserve

This course is also available in ather lists.

| Separate Scienc

Geography GCSES-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve History GCSES- 1 Full Course ‘ Reserve ‘
O *ou have selected this course in Option D This course is also available in other lists. |
€ GCSES-1 Full Course Reserve | BTEC Sport ETEC Award Level 2 ‘ Reserve

| This course is also available in Option D

WOOTTON UPPER:

S COLLEGE
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Options online

WWW.SIms-options.co.uk

Your subjects will appear on the right in the order you
selected them.

To change, just click a subject and click the position that
you wish it to move to in the list

My Choices

(Total Choices: 4)

To change your order of preference select a choice and click the position in the list you
would like to move it to.

o French
GCSE 9 - 1 Full Course Option C

9 Computer Science
GCSE 9 - 1 Full Course Option B

’ 3 History

o Food
GCSE 9 - 1 Full Course Option A

o Food
GCSE 9 - 1 Full Course Option A

{h Click to move French here.
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Options online

WWW.SIms-options.co.uk

Then choose areserve in each block (the subject changes to orange)
Again this is displayed in priority order

To do this, click the ‘Reserve’ button next to the subject

Option B

You have chosen | 1@ courses and ‘Im reserves from this list

Reserve

B :

—
) This course is also available in Option A m My Reserves (Total Reserves: 4)
| Dance GCSES -1 Full Course ‘ Reserve ] Ml To change your order of preference select a reserve and click the position in the list you would Reserve

like to move it to.

Ge-:)gr.’;\[:)l"‘wr GCSE S - 1 Full Course ‘ Reserve Art Reserve

l Reserve

€ This course is also available in other lists. GCSE 9 - 1 Full Course Option B

GGraphics
GCSE 9 - 1 Full Course Option A

| Info.Tech BTEC Award Level 2 ‘ Reserve

[ ) This course is also available in other lists.

Business
GCSE 9 - 1 Full Course Option C

Separate Science
GCSE 2 -1 Full Course Option D
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Options online

WWW.SIms-options.co.uk

[+3

Save

A Validation Wa. *~s

-aurses frorm Option A,

* You have chosen too ma.

PRE/Sport

‘fou have chosen I:"IEn courses from this |

Click SAVE in the top left.

] | Sport BTEC Award Level 2

=< andlj"lm resery

es from this list

Hist-:)r)cr GCSE 9 -1 Full Course Reserve

] \ Infp.Tech BTEC Award Level 2

‘ Reserve ] \ Creative Media BTEC Award Level 2

Art P = ‘ Reserve Child Development Dther ‘ Reserve Computer Science GCSE 9-1 Full Course ‘ Reserve
O You have selected this course | € This course is also available in Option D O ou have selected this course in Option B
Design & Technology GCSE-1Fu ‘ Reserve Fd GGE9-1FRullCourse o 10 ‘ Reserve Graphics GCSE 9-1 Full Cour ‘ Reserve
€ This course is also available in Option B m is course is also available in othe|lists. € This course is also available in Option B

‘ Reserve

O vou have selected this cd

Music GCSE -1 Full Co

If an error appears — this means you have
selected more than one subject in a block.

Adjust your choices and click ‘save’ again

vailable in Option B

= Parent/Carer Approval

ent/Carer Approval

The parent/carer tick box has not been
activated so please ignore this
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Where to get more advice?

Subject/Options information

e Subject teachers

* Form tutors

* Parents

* Mrs Ashby — Head of Careers —
careers@wootton.beds.sch.uk

* Subject Information and videos (school website) g

Options online issues
e options@wootton.beds.sch.uk

WOOTTON UPPER

ARTS COLLEGE
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www.woottonupper.co.uk

Key Stage 4 Options 2023 | Options Bookiet - all
‘ . ‘ Information about the

Welcome to our KS4 Options Web page. The information on this page is designed to support process an d choices
and parents/carers with this exciting time on the learning journey. This is the time when you c4
of the subjects that you/your child will be studying in years 10 and 11. Please read through the
carefully as the information in it will help you make these important decisions. Su bj ect Information —

details about each
subjects

Options blocks —the

ks4 options ) ksa Options () S combinations that are
Information Booklet subject Information =t aval | ab I e

Options Booklet Subject Booklet Options Form L| n kS to su bJ ects — CI | Ck
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Child Development l
() ahiid Development..

= Why Child Development

matters

Hawe you ever consic

studying Chikd Development?
Q ’I’

jered what

Video for each subject

Creative Media

Wootton Academy Trust
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Subject information i

Computer Science




Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

* Can we change our requests:

We will place a form on the website once the deadline has passed to
request changes

 What is the latest date we can request a change?

— We cannot accept any further requests for changes once
the new timetable has been in operation for a few weeks
(September 29t 2023).

Wootton Academy Trust

WO OTTON UPPE R Any guestions:

SR ColiteE options@wootton.beds.sch.uk
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Next steps

 We are sorry but Year 9 pupils will not be in school on
Thursday 27 April.

* |If you have queries, please email
options@wootton.beds.sch.uk and we will respond further
(either by email or phone).

* Deadline for options is Friday 28t April 2023 — 09:00am

* Please return your completed form to your tutor

Wootton Academy Trus

WO OTTO N UPPE R Any guestions:

ARTS COLLEGE options@wootton.beds.sch.uk
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Pupil Premium Team

If you have any queries you can contact us on
pupilpremiumteam@wootton.beds.sch.uk

Lucy Whitwham —Deputy PP Co-Ordinator
* Free school meals

Uniform

Attendance

* Well-being

Garrett McTernan
Pupil Premium Co-ordinator
Responsibilities;

* Teaching and Learning
e Connolly Foundation
ICT resources

= ! Enrichment

< Scholars programme
7 Prog

1

Sophie Farrant - Deputy PP Co-Ordinator
* Resources

.
)

ey
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What is Pupil Premium

The pupil premium grant is funding to improve educational
outcomes for disadvantaged pupils in state-funded schools in
England. We have used evidence based interventions to ensure
our students are supported at Wootton Academy Trust.

It aims to:

* supporting the high-quality teaching, such as staff
professional development

e providing targeted academic support, such as tutoring
 tackling non-academic barriers to academic success, such as

difficulties in attendance, behaviour and social and emotional
wellbeing




Pupil eligibility
The following groups are eligible for pupil premium:

* pupils who are recorded as eligible for free school meals, or have
been recorded as eligible in the past 6 years, including eligible
children of families who have no recourse to public funds (NRPF) S

Eligibility For Free School Meals

Your child could get a free school meal if you receive any of the

following:

* |ncome Support

* Income-based Jobseekers Allowance

* Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

e Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

* The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit (as long as you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and you
don’t get more than £16,190 a year)

* Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working
Tax Credit)

* Universal Credit (with annual earned income of no more than £7,400 after tax and
not including any benefits you get)



Some of the things we have used our funding
at Wootton Upper School

* Tuition
* Subsidising trips (photos)

e Extra curricular activities — Scholars
(photos)

e

* Academic resources (Laptops, equipment,
guides etc)

* Well being support

* Supporting with Uniform purchases




How to apply:

Further information on Pupil Premium can be found on the school website.

Curriculum KeyDocuments Careers Pupil Premium

Pupil Premium

Pupil Premium Funding

ucation outcomes for disadvantaged pupi schools in England. Evi
ching their potential at school and ofte

Pupil premium is funding to improve

isadvantaged

do not

orm as well as ol

The school receives funding for the following groups of pupils

« Pupils who elig r free school me

 Pupils who have been adopted from care or care.

ho is serving in HM Forces or has retired on a pension from the Ministry of Defence. This funding

he LA. The
345 ful

e child will benefit from pupil premium funding

hild's education setting who best understands

sure there are arrangements in place to discuss hov
cher or another member of staff in the

Eligibility For Free School Meals

Your child could get a free school meal if you receive any of the fo

@

upport

* Income-based Jobs: s Allowance

e Income \llowance

* Suppor he Immigration and Asylum Act 1899
o The guarar t of St sion Cre

o Child Tax Credit (as long as y

Working Tax Credit run
Universal Credit (with

Click here to apply
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